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TOWNSHIP OF
ASHFIELD-COLBORNE-WAWANOSH

Volunteer Recognition Awards

Nomination Form

The Township of Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh recognizes and honours the achievements
and contributions of community volunteers. These prestigious awards express Council's
appreciation of the many individuals and community groups who work to enhance the quality
of life in Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh. We invite you to submit nominations for those
individuals or groups that have made a significant contribution to our community.

Please note that any documents submitted will become the property of the Township and
will not be returned.

Nominee Information:

Full Name of Volunteer or Group being nominated:

Jim Van Osch (chair of SIKC)

Mailing Address: _
O——
-

& | hereby allow my name to stand for nomination and consent to publication of my

photograph and information from my nomination package as applicable.

Print Name: Date:




Nominator Information:

ul name: Marianne Hogan, Chair, Kingsbridge on 21

W—m
Daytime Phone Number:_

Print Name: Date:

Nominee’s Volunteer Activities:

For Individual Awards please include Organization Name, Position Held, Description of Duties and Years of Service for each:

When the St Joseph’s church closed in 2012, it left a vibrant rural community isolated. The
nearest public building is over 15 km away; there was no venue for the community to meet.

St. Joseph’s Kingsbridge Community (Kingsbridge) was formed ,and by June 2015,
Kingsbridge had obtained charitable status, and full ownership of the building. With $180,000
in private donations, repairsto the former church (re-named Kingsbridge Centre) allowed for
the opening of the upstairs in August 2015.

Kingsbridge Centre is now a multi-use facility run entirely by volunteers with a mandate to
provide a building for community gatherings, performance opportunities, rural education as
well as rental options. The upstairs is used for performance rentals, a concert series, theater,
community gatherings,and a gallery for local artists; the downstairs is used for meetings, social
events and rural education. The occupancy rate of building for thel0 months it is open
exceeds 60%; as an example April 2025 has 29 events/rentals/programs in the 30 days.

Since May 2015 over 740 individuals have raised over $1,000,000, and volunteered over 7000
hours annually for Kingsbridge. The creation of Kingsbridge Centre has created both a cultural
centre and a community space for our municipality.




Please list in point form and provide a brief description of contribution that the individual
or group has made to the Township of Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh community. If more
space is needed, attached a separate document.

Jim is the Chair of SIKC.
since May of 2015, the board has met every 2 weeks ( 22 times a year).

Jim prepares the agendas, handles all rentals and contracts for the building, is the house
manager for events, and is by default on every committee ( financial, social, building etc)

Jim also handles the multitude of paperwork that is involved as a registered charity, as well as
is the contact for Air BnB and VRBO.

Jim is a champion at keeping everything organized and ensuring all the red tape is dealt with.

In point form, describe why the nominee or group should be recognized through an award.
If more space is needed, attach a separate document.

Jim was instrumental in the creation of Kingsbridge Centre.

The church closed in October 2012; SJKC not for profit was created in December 2012; charitable
status was achieved in 2014; the purchase was completed in June of 2015.

It took 2 1/2 years to successfully negotiate and navigate through this process.

Jim's has a Masters degree in planning, and this knowledge was instrumental in dealing with all the
building and severance issues as well as concerns specific to the Diocese of London.

Jim was also the point person for working with lawyers navigating the charitable status designation.
Many many many volunteers contribute to the success of Kingsbridge Centre and Jim is one of the

many dedicated individuals. However Jim's specific skills, time and dedication in the face of
adversity were integral to the successful purchase of the building.
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